
Reading	  Presentation	  Rubric	  	  
	  

 Poor (C-, D) Adequate (C, C+, B-) Good (B, B+) Outstanding (A-, A) 

CONTENT (60%) 
Purpose / Message No purpose 

 
-Uninteresting 
-Can’t be logically contested 

Clear, specific message or 
argument 

-Clear, specific 
-Original and provocative 

Reading D = Did you even read the book? 
 
C- = Serious misunderstanding of 
the source material 
 

-Mostly summary 
-Quotations stand in for your 
own thinking  
 

-Accurate 
-Narrow or superficial approach 
to text 
-Details or quotations missing an 
important context 

-Makes me want to revisit the 
text with “new eyes” 
-Quotations deepen argument 
and are discussed in depth 
-Different types of evidence 
(content / form, whole / part) 

Analysis and 
connections 

No evidence of analysis 
 

-Inconsistent or contradictory 
-Reliant on broad, undefined 
concepts 
-Very repetitive 
-Unjustified comparisons 

-Usually supported by concrete 
evidence 
-Applies knowledge from class 
-Makes relevant connections to 
other books, current events, etc. 

Everything “Good,” plus: 
-Concessions where necessary 
-Brings together issues  in 
unexpected but logical ways 
-Attentive to contradictions 
and limitations 

 
STYLE (40%) 
Delivery -Very hard to hear or understand 

-Visibly bored 
-Monotone 
-Visibly uncomfortable 
-Rambling, trailing off 
 

-Attempts to engage audience are 
distracting 
-Some signs of nervousness 
-Emphasis may be misplaced 

Posture, gestures, eye contact, 
and vocal expressiveness grab 
and hold our attention 
 

Organization, flow -No apparent organization 
-Hard to follow 
-Points proceed in a random order 
 

Chronological but aimless 
(“This, and then this, and then 
this”) 

-Introduction/conclusion doesn’t 
add much 
-Disjointed at times 
 

-Specific introduction and 
conclusion 
-Varied sentence length and 
structure adds emphasis to key 
points 
 

Language -Important terms used incorrectly 
-Hateful language without context 
or examination 

-Vague, repetitive 
-Trite (“In today’s world…”) 
-Euphemism 

-Some creative word choices 
-Overuse of “really,” “so,” or 
“interesting” 
-Sesquipedalian loquaciousness 
(big words for big words’ sake)  

-Word choices show attention 
to language of the text  
-Authoritative, not arrogant  

 


